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District 45 Calendar and Events 

5/18/2019 Pumpkinseed Classic, Swanton Missiquoi Valley Lions  

5/18/2019 Blues in the Park, Readsboro Lions Park 
 

5/30-6/2/2019 Vermont Dairy Festival, Enosburg Falls Lions 
 

6/1/2019 Green Mountain Lions Camp, Work Day, 9am 
 

6/2/2019 NELC–Hollis, NH: Alpine Grove Banquet Facility, 10:15am-3:00pm  

6/2/2019 NELC Spring Meeting, Hollis, NH 10:15am-3pm 
 

6/8/2019 Bass Tournament - Plunder Bay Open – Castleton Lions Club  

6/8/2019 Officer Training, Vergennes 10am-2pm  

6/8/2019 Special Olympics, Saint Michael’s College  

6/22/2019 “We Serve” Mud Volleyball Tournament – Arlington Lions  

6/25/2019 Items for June Communique due  

6/28 - 

6/29/2019 Wiffleball Tournament, 17 Sawmill Road, Essex Junction  

 

7/14/2019 
Organizational Meeting, Hosted by Heartland Lions at 

Paine’s Beach, South Royalton Registration 10:30am; 

meeting 11am 

 

7/7-7/27/2019 Green Mountain Lions Camp  

7/14/2019 Lions Twin-State Soccer, Castleton University  

7/20/2019 Vision Camera Availability  

9/28/2019 Hungry Lion Bike Tour  

On going 
Don't see your club's activity listed?  

Email it to the Communique! 

 

   
 

 

 

Editor’s note:   We will be having the Communique available on the 1st 
of the month.  For the June edition please have your material submitted by 
May 25th.   

 
Please be sure to email it to Communique. 
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Hello, fellow District 45 Lions, 
 
WOW!!! What a great convention this year. From the inspirational words of ID Mark Lyon to the Melvin Jones 
Fellow Award presentations, to the Business meeting to the remembrance of our fellow Lions who have passed away.  
Adding 3 new members to the Jericho-Underhill Lions club with induction by ID Mark!!! We also enjoyed great 
hospitality in the hospitality room (thanks 1st VDGE Pam and Lion Jackie for being great hosts) and planting of 
flowers at the Holiday Inn. DG Liz, PDG Stan and their team did a great job. Where you there? If so, I know you will 
agree. If you were not there, you missed out. Maybe next year? 
 
One major general topic was we need to continue to improve our district, our clubs and our membership. Need more 
leadership. Need more membership. Need new clubs within the district. ID Mark challenged all to determine their 
‘WCYB’: ‘what can you bring’ to help, help your club, help your district. I have also added ‘WDNY’: ‘what do you 
need’. What do you need to make yourself a better member, make yourself a better leader, what is needed to help 
your club, help your fellow members, what is needed to help our District keep getting stronger? 
 
Congratulations to PDG Pam Nichols for being elected 1st VDG-E for District 45. This is a repeat duo of District 
leadership as I was DG in 2014 – 2015 and VDGE Pam was District Governor 2015 - 2016. Please consider stepping 
up to join us as being leaders of our District. Being DG is one of the greatest years you can have. It is not too late to 
join us. 
 
This has been a great year for District 45. One challenge I have had for all clubs is to bring in at least one new 
member. Yes, it is a major goal to increase overall membership, but bringing in at least one new member is 
sometimes a challenge. I would like to report that as of May 9th, 25 of our 33 clubs have met the challenge. 
Congratulations to all BUT don’t stop. Keep going.  Do you have summertime activities? Great chances to show off 
what your club does do and hopefully bring in new members. 
 
JUNE 22ND, 2019. This is the date of District 45 2nd annual Leadership Training in Vergennes. Besides presidents, 
secretaries and treasurers, we are also including membership chairs.  ALL LIONS are welcomed to attend so even 
though you might not be an officer yet, please join us.  Elsewhere in this issue of the communique is a ‘Welcome’ 
letter which includes ‘schedule / agenda’ and the registration form.  Please note the ‘package’ rates for attendees. 
 
SAVE THE DATE: July 14th, 2019. The annual organizational meeting will be hosted by the Heartland Lions Club at 
Paine’s Beach in South Royalton. More information will be available in the June 1st communique edition. 
 
SAVE THE DATE: July 20th, 2019. Annual Twin State Soccer Day at Castleton State University. Graduated Vermont 
men and women play against New Hampshire men and women. Women’s game is at 4:00 p.m. Men’s game is at 
6:30 p.m. Please support these young men and women as the game they play, help raise funds for our Green 
Mountain Lions Camp. 
 
Let us finish the 2018 – 2019 Lions year strong as we look forward to the 2019 – 2020 Lions year. 
 
In Lionism, 

VDG (DGE) Ken 

 
 
 



 



 

 



 

 



 
 

VERMONT LIONS CHARITIES 
Convention Report – Holiday Inn – Rutland 

Saturday, May 4,2019 
 
Good Morning everyone….this morning I wish to address Vermont Lions Charities Shared Vision Fund 
and the 500 club. 
 
A bit of history….Back in the early 2000’s, PID Jules Coté and Lion Jackie donated the sum of $6,700 to 
start a vision fund with-in VLC.  These funds were the result of donations provided at the homecoming 
held at the conclusion of ID Jules term as International Director.  In 2006, a couple in memory of their 
daughter who had passed away, offered to donate the sum of $50,000 with one stipulation and challenge 
to District 45..we needed to raise matching funds. 
 
At our 2007 Spring Convention, we, as a District matched the donation and as a result, the SHARED 
VISION FUND was created and included the $6,700 donation by PID July & Jackie. 
 
The Shared Vision Fund includes the 500 Club.  A $500 donation to the fund by a club or individual 
enables the donor to name an individual to become a 500 Club member and as of today, the club has 80 
members (includes 6 new recipients that will be receiving this recognition in the very near future.  Also, 
(7) pins are unaccounted for; thus leaving (13) to be presented to future recipients. 
 
I am happy to announce that at the end of March, the Shared Vision Fund totaled $164,957.00….with 
assistance from the District, individual & club donations and yes, the 500 Club. 
 
With us today is Lion Jackie Coté and yes, please let’s all extend a special thank you to Lion Jackie. 
 

__________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

Melvin Jones Fellow Award winners at the Spring Convention: 

 

Lion Dianne Brochu, Essex Jct. Lions Club 
Lion Park 'PG" Carrier, Readsboro Lions Club 

Lion Judy Cookson, Barre Lions Club 
Lion John Irving, Jericho-Underhill Lions Club 

Lion Larry Winters, Williston Lions Club 
DG Elizabeth 'Liz" Fenwick, Norshaft Lions Club 

 
2 progressive Melvin Jones Fellow awards were awarded as well: 

Lion Cleon Bigelow - Middlebury Lions Club 
Lion Carmelita Belisle - Colchester Lions Club 

 





       



 

 

Workday is June 1st and we need your help!!!!!! 

1.      Workday at the Green Mountain Camp is Saturday June 1st starting at 9:00am. 

Coffee and lunch will be served. 

Bring gloves and your Lions spirit. 

2.      Wish list for the camp… 

a. Water bottles 
b. White tee shirts. Sizes small, medium, large. 
c. Tie die kits. Amazon Prime has ones for $19.68. It is called Tulip extra-large block party tie 

die kits, or any tie die kits. 
d. Graham crackers, regular and gluten free for s’mores 
e. Snow cone mix. Amazon Prime has them 

 
Any questions please e-mail Lion Patricia Johnston-Mc Williams at Patriciamcw@gmail.com 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Colchester Lions Club 

Colchester Parks and Rec along with the Colchester Lions Club held an Easter Egg Hunt at 10 a.m. on Saturday, April 

20, 2019 at Bayside Park. 

Colchester Lions Club also hosted a food drive for the Colchester Community Food Shelf at the event. Participants 

were asked to bring at least one non-perishable or canned item to the hunt. 

DGE Ken Emery took time to set down with Local News 44 to share about the event. Great publicity!  

 

 

Club News 
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Barre Lions 

 
Barre Lion Tina Golon, on the right, presents a check for $250 to King Lion Judy Cookson. Tina's 

employer, Century 21 Jack Associates, named Tina a "Community Champion" and made the donation in 

her name.  The check will be given to The Green Mountain Lions Camp. 

 

 
 

Heartland Lions 

DG Liz visited the Heartland Lions Club.  As always PDG Lion Walter was in rare form and 
presented DG Liz with a gift which is a tradition for Heartland to give the DG a homemade 
wreath.  Since DG Liz visit was postponed in December, he saved it for her! 

 



 
Middlebury Lions 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Castleton Lions 

 

 
 

 

 

 



Special Olympics Opening Eyes 

 

 
 

 
A message from Laura Werner, Clinical Director of Opening Eyes for the Vermont Special Olympics: 
 
I wanted to get in contact with you to let you and the other Lions know about our annual vision screening 
at the Special Olympics in June. The event will be June 8, 2019 from 10am to 3:30pm. Just so you’re 
aware, the venue has changed this year. We will be at Saint Michael’s College instead of UVM because they 
will be renovating the gym.  
 
I would love to have the Lions back to help us with the event. I think we will need 10 volunteers again. 
From what I remember, most of the Lions registered online last year and they can do the same this year. 
The registration link is below. If you have any questions, please email me or call my office.  
 
Here is the link: https://specialolympicsvermont.org/volunteer-opportunities/summer-games-opening-
eyes/ 
 
Laura Werner 
Clinical Director of Opening Eyes for the Vermont Special Olympics 
5399 Williston Rd. Suite 102 
Williston, VT 05495 
Office: 802-864-5428   Cell phone: 862-221-0040 

 
Whitingham-Halifax Lions 

Membership Chair Wanda Walkowiak (R) and Lion Alison Ferris (L) installing an Open House banner in 

the Post Office’s parking lot in West Dover, Vermont.  

In all we used four banners – all strategically placed in walking zones with high foot traffic, or where 

drivers were coming to a stop sign on the most heavily traveled roads.  They were located across the 

valley, from Halifax to Wilmington to Dover.  It turns out that they have a high impact, but we credit 

“word of mouth” (Lions “chatting it up!”) and hard work for our outreach success!  

Wanda and Alison are two first year, hard-working Lions.  Wonderful to have such energy and cheer in 

our club. 
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Whitingham-Halifax Lions & Readsboro Lions are jointly hosting a "Blues in the 
Park" fest  

 
 

Jacksonville Blues Band (a great local band!!!!!)  Dancing and fun. 
 

BBQ served by Readsboro Lions (they're famous for their chicken BBQ). 
 

Cause:  Lions Environmental Outreach 
 

Saturday, May 18th, noon to 5PM 
 

Tickets "at the gate." 
 

$15 per person or $25 per couple.  Under 12 are free. 
 

For more info:  contact Lion Jeanette Felton (lionjenette@yahoo.com) 
 

 



 

On April 29th, the Whitingham-Halifax Lions hosted its 2nd annual Open House at The Gathering Place in 

West Dover, Vermont.    

Guests and Members enjoyed catered Italian, which was followed by nine speakers, each given about 1-1/2 

minutes to speak from the heart on why they are Lions.  Five of the speakers were first-year Lions, and 

there were many emotional moments.  In addition, two short videos produced by Lion Patience Merriman 

(the club’s Communications and Public Relations Chair) were also shown; one on the Hungry Lion Bike 

Tour fundraiser, and the other, a video of the Lions and Rotary jointly painting the outside of the massive 

building where the Open House was held!  (It’s a non-profit adult day care facility.)  In all, an uplifting, 

fun, and heartfelt evening was enjoyed by all.    

The club’s President, Mark Hanna, credits Membership Chair Wanda Walkowiak and her committee with 

putting on a fabulous and productive evening, where over 20 guests attended to find out more about the 

impact Lions have in the Deerfield Valley.   The club is grateful for District Governor Liz Fenwick 

speaking about the higher levels of Lions: District 45 and International.  She was joined by husband, Lion 

Mike – whom everyone was happy to see!  President Shelly Huber and Lion Tom from the Valley Lions 

also attended and came away impressed with the evening.  It was nice to share the experience within the 

Zone (3B) in Windham County. 

The success of the Open House has led to NINE new members joining the club this past week, from all 

across the Deerfield Valley.  This means that, over the course of just two years, the club has gone from a 

membership of just 23 hardworking members and gained 32 more!!  Wow! 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Membership chair Wanda Walkowiak (left) talks  
with Open House guest Darcy Brown.   
Later, Darcy submitted her application to be the club’s 
newest Lion! 

 

 
 



 

 Dancing with the Stars of Burlington! 

Vermont Association for the Blind & Visually Impaired [VABVI] 

(https://www.facebook.com/events/1582368021875256/) 

 

https://www.facebook.com/events/1582368021875256/


 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 



 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Editor’s note:   We will be having the Communique available on 
the 1st of the month.  For the June edition please have your material 
submitted by May 25th.   

 
Please be sure to email it to Communique. 

 

Membership Moment 
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