
 
 
  April 2024 

 
From the Desk of the DG, 

 
Welcome Spring!!! Well at least on the calendar. What a storm we just dug out from. Hope 

everyone is safe and healthy. I know as the warmer weather approaches our clubs are gearing up to do 
great things. We are still making great progress in our membership goals, keep up the good work! 

 
Convention is coming fast (much faster than i would like) registration is out please plan on 

attending. Lots of fun activities are planned, From a Murder Mystery on friday night to a carnival on Sat 
afternoon. All the other official stuff will happen too! All monies raised at the convention fun carnival will 
be donated to LCIF. 

 
We are having a basket raffle again this year. We are looking for clubs and members to put 

together baskets for us to raffle off. Please let PDG Carol know if you would like to donate a basket. 
 
Another new fun event this year will be a picture contest, any Lion can participate. 

Please let DG know if you would like to enter a picture, the rules are simple, the picture must be an 8x10, 
in a frame, and be of Lions doing what Lions Do best! They will be on display all day Saturday, and each 
member at the convention will be able to vote on their favorite, the picture with the most votes will win 1st 
place, there will also be 2nd and third place awards. Get your cameras out or dig through all your pictures 
and get them submitted. 

 
After the Melvin Jones dinner on Saturday night there will be dancing with DJ Dave! 

Pack your dancing shoes! 
 
Thank everyone for a great spring forum in Dummerston. Alot of learning and fun were had by all 

that attended. If anyone needs information on the solar cookers that PDG Henry spoke about, please let 
me know. I have all the information I can send to you. 

 
Please reach out to me with any questions or concerns, I am so proud to be able to lead this great 

group of Lions!!     Let’s ROAR 
 

DG Travis 
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From International Director Steve Middlemiss 
 

LeeAnn and I have been fortunate to visit some amazing Lions over the past few months. Our travels have 
taken us to New York, Minnesota, Tennessee, Kentucky and recently Indianna not to mention Vancouver for 
the March Board meeting. Our schedule going forward after Easter weekend will be a whorl wind as we will 
be traveling 8 straight weekends visiting Lions across the country. Every day we thank the Lions of NE for 
your support as we campaigned for this position. It is an amazing experience. 
A couple of things from the recent board meeting. Exciting times are ahead as we will have a new way to 
receive and supply information to Lions international. The Lions Portal will be launched beginning April 15. 
It will not be active for everyone that day as they will be launching to US Lions during that week. I have 
attached a QR code which will allow you access to several videos explaining the Portal. It is very important 
that each Lion have their own email address in order to be connected to the new Portal. Please do it soon as 
MyLion and My LCI will be shut down on April 12 to transfer data to the new Portal.  
 At the convention in Australia one of the items on the ballot will be to add the District GAT team (GET, 
GLT, GMT, GST) and LCIF chair to the current list of individuals as a candidate for the office of second vice 
district governor. All other requirements will remain. 
SVDG training will begin this upcoming summer. So those of you who are moving into that position watch 
for upcoming emails and info regarding the training sessions. 

We are looking forward to continuing our travels and to the experiences we will have. 

We continue to look forward to serving the Lions of NH and the World as we all work toward “Changing the 
World”.  

Yours in Lionism, 

ID Steve & Lion LeeAnn 

(pccmiddlemiss@gmail.com) 

 
 

 

 



 

 

Troy and Area Lions Sponsors Blood Drives  

The Troy and Area Lions Club, together with Knights of Columbus, sponsors quarterly blood drives for the 
Red Cross at the Westfield Community Center. Our normal collection is between 25 and 30 pints, a very 
good result for our small community. 

Our last drive on March 11 had 37 donors registered — a record number for Westfield! But Mother Nature 
sent us a snowstorm and consequently we had a record number of cancellations and no-shows instead. So, 
we only got 16 units of blood, which was a disappointment but still potentially 16 lives saved, so a success 
nonetheless. 

We are very fortunate to have so much support from our community— our loyal blood donors, wonderful 
Lions volunteers, top-notch Red Cross staff, Knights of Columbus volunteers who take care of the banner 
and the posters, and local businesses who provide us with a door prize for our raffle every time.  

And now, with the critical shortage in the blood supply nationwide, we are getting ready to step up our 
efforts to help even more. As of this June, we are planning to increase our blood drives in Westfield to every 
2 months. An informal poll of our dedicated donors received a resounding positive response to this change.  

Lion Sue Scott, our blood drive chairperson, happily donates while Lion Louis Handy (2nd photo, on the 
right) makes sure that no one goes home hungry or thirsty, offering a donor some refreshment. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     
     
     

Club News 

https://vermontlions.org/?view=article&id=296:troy-and-area-lions-support-the-red-cross-by-sponsoring-blood-drives&catid=2


             

   Arlington Lions  

 

 

 

 



Heartland Lions 
Heartland Lions have been busy selling roses.  This year the 
club donated roses to shut-ins, as PDG Walter noted, this 
made their day, and it was great to bring a smile to their 
faces when he made his deliveries. 

Also, PDG Carol Greene & PDG Walter Hastings were 
invited to District 12-L Spring Convention in Union City, 
TN on March 15-16 to share about Service Projects.  They 
shared about various service projects they had been 
involved with at both club and District levels. 

DG Mark & PDG Robin Cantara (District 12-L) attended D45 fall 
convention in 2021 and has stayed in touch with PDG Carol & PDG Walter.  Thanks, DG Mark, for 
inviting us to your spring convention.  Being a Lion has opened many doors and opportunities.  We 
appreciate this chance to share about SERVICE.   

This is what it means to be a LION. 

 

              DG Mark Cantara, PDG Robin Cantara, PDG Walter Hastings, PDG Carol Greene 

 

The fun and fellowship – Service isn’t just meaningful. It’s fun. We build new friendships 
in our clubs and new connections in our communities. We laugh. We bond. We serve, 
and we do it with a smile and an open heart. 

 



Colchester Lions Club 

Easter Egg Hunt  

Come join the Easter Bunny for a great egg hunt at 10 
a.m. on Saturday, March 30, 2024, at Bayside Park. 
Bring a bag or basket to put your eggs and goodies in. 
Please dress appropriately because you never know what 
Vermont’s weather has in store for us. 

Please Park your vehicles at Colchester High School and 
enter the park by the softball field road off Laker Lane. 
Children will be separated into age groups to hunt for 
eggs in different areas of Bayside Park. Ages 4 and under 
will be at Lower Bayside Park. Ages 5 through 8 will be 
at Upper Bayside Park. Don’t miss this great event! 

Colchester Lions Club will be hosting a food drive for the Colchester Community Food Shelf at the Easter Egg hunt. 
We are requesting that all participants bring at least one non-perishable or canned item to the hunt. 

 

Jericho – Underhill Lions Club 
Diaper Drive:  A diaper drive was organized by Lion Jay Meadows.  The event was a middle school basketball game 
where participants and spectators were asked to donate diapers for the local food shelf to distribute.  A total of over 
1500 diapers were collected. (see photo) 
 
Blood Drive: On February 7th, our club, led by Lion Michael Willard, executed a local Red Cross blood drive.  The 
drive collected 44 pints of blood products. 
 
Town Meeting lunch buffet:  On March 5th, our club (headed by lions Chuck Cyr and Lisa Kirchberg) organized and 
executed a potluck lunch buffet for attendees of the annual Underhill town meeting.  The luncheon was very well 
attended and people expressed their sincere thanks for providing an event where they could mingle with 
fellow community members. 
 
Dictionary project:  We are currently undergoing our annual dictionary donations to every 3rd grader in our school 
district.  Lions Chuck Cyr and Mike Munson have enjoyed distributing the dictionaries to excited 3rd graders.(see 
photo) 
 

 

 



 

 
 



Spring Forum ……  Thanks to all who came! 

      

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 



     

 

   

   

 

 

 

 

Thanks to DG Travis & PDG Betsy for photos! 



 

TALES OF THE POST-SERVICE TRAIL UPDATE 

                                        MARCH  2024 

 

Karol and I spent last weekend doing a Lions project that is available to each of us every March! We 
attended Lions Day at the United Nations! It is a wonderful program that celebrates our partnership 
with the United Nations from its founding. When President Roosevelt called nations together in1945 to 
organize so as to prevent a World War three, Lions were there with Melvin Jones assisting. We were 
then asked to found the Non-Governmental Organization (NGO) of the United Nations. We are among 
a small handful of non-state members of the UN. While we do not have a vote like member states do, 
we have 15 Lions who serve on UN committees and do have full participation, 

 

This year, Karol and I arrived by 1pm, and promptly attended a training session by the UN training staff 
on Advocacy. We learned how to tie environmental stewardship into small scale international 
development to combat poverty.  

 

The real basic idea is that if the environmental arm of a state receives a grant to preserve a span of 
nature, it invariably creates a national park that removes indigenous peoples from the area, increasing 
their poverty as well as making them refugees without homes. But if the money goes into economic 
development tied to the environment, the local people remain but with life changes, such as solar 
ovens so that there is no need for the women to cut every tree for miles around just for cooking. That 
loss of trees causes contamination of wells, so the women and children then have to walk for miles to 
carry home potable water. Once the time working on such basics is reduced, then a craft or other 
business is developed. In Malawi, one village built 5 greenhouses and now raise all the vegetables for 
the village and sell a surplus to neighboring villages. With that new money, the children get a chance 
for education! Now that is Advocacy at work. These tools are not limited in their use to African villages 
and countries but can apply to projects right here in the USA. It is a process that will get results. 

 

That night we had dinner with other attendees, several UN ambassadors, and staff, and Lions from 
around the world. The ambassador from Sri Lanka spent much time talking with me before dinner in 
English better than my own! He is a lawyer, so we had that in common. But also, was a politician, then 
Supreme Court justice but had to retire at 65 (term limits by age!) and now the UN permanent 
representative. 

 

Friday was the traditional LDUN agenda with presentations from ambassadors, UN staff, and Lions on 
UN committees telling us of the works in progress. We also were the first to learn who the winner of 
the Lions Peace essay contest is this year and saw the Peace Poster that is this year’s Grand Prize 
winner. Go to lionsclubs.com to see the absolutely stunning art by an eleven-year-old from China! 

 

 



 

By the way, if you cannot make it to NYC, or just want a more worldly flavor, LDUN is done in 
Vienna/Geneva (even/odd years) and Nairobi each year. 

 

But NYC was our choice for several reasons. Concord Trailways has an executive bus from Portland to 
NYC every morning, with only 3 seats across which are wider than airline seats and very comfortable 
and with a kitchenette at the back fully stocked with pastries, fruit, juices, water, soda, coffee, and tea! 
All for a round trip price that was less than our 4 days of parking would have been! And the bus stops 
across the street from the UN and a block-and-a-half from the Westin Grand Central where we were! 

 

Yes, 4 days! You see, the Karol rule is days of Lions gets her days of additional events, when possible. 
Well, Saturday saw us with Lions from NJ with whom we served on the Board, Jeff and Ellyn Gans, at a 
matinee performance of “Chicago”! A leisurely and delicious Italian dinner across the street from the 
Westin made for a great day with friends.   

 

Karol and I thank all of you again for this honor to serve Lions and the world. We trust that we do our 
best to represent all Lions worldwide and can continue this service to you wherever we are needed. 

 

Many thanks again! 

      Lion John W. Youney, 

            Past International Director 2021-2023,  

                                     & Lion Karol Kish Youney, Partner-in-Service 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Spring Convention  
    

 

 VERMONT LIONS DISTRICT 45 

Spring Convention, May 3, 4 & 5, 2024 

Fireside Inn & Suites, 25 Airport Road, West Lebanon, NH 03784 

 
Rooms $119.95 per night  

Please make your room reservation directly thru Fireside Inn & Suites 
Phone:  603-298-5900    

Please have guests ask for the VT Lions Convention 
Please note if you are staying at Fireside Inn & Suites, breakfast is included with your room. 

Room reservations must be made by April 10, 2024 
 

We are looking forward to a fun-filled weekend with District 45. 
The guest speaker for the weekend will be  

                                     International Director Steve Middlemiss  
                                      And his partner in service LeeAnn Middlemiss. 

 

Schedule of Events: 

                          Tentative Agenda 

Friday Night: 

Registration 4-6pm 
Hospitality Room open 4-5:45pm 

Murder Mystery 6-9pm includes dinner 
Hospitality Room 9-

11pm 
 

 

                      Saturday: 
Registration 8-9am 

Breakfast on your own (with your room) 
9-1pm Convention (11am Speak Out Contest) 

Lunch on your own 
1-4pm Carnival, Basket raffle, Corn Hole         

Tournament 
4-5:00pm Hospitality room open 

6pm Social Hour & Melvin Jones Dinner 
8-11pm DJ and Dancing 

11pm Hospitality room open

                           Sunday: 
                 Breakfast (with your room) 
                8:30am Necrology service 
                 9:30am Meet DGE Deb and Team 

                                                                      11am Depart 



 

   

 

 

 

 

 

Please use this form for ordering MEALS ONLY: 
Name: ________________________________________________ 

Email Address: __________________________________________ 

Phone:  _______________________ Home Club Name:  ___________ 

Meal Package Prices: 

Package Price A:  $100 per person (please indicate how many attending:  _______) 

 Buffet Dinner Friday, Cash Bar Service                                                 

 Plated Dinner Saturday Night, Cash Bar Service 

Package Price C:  $50 per person (please indicate how many attending:  _______) 

 Buffet (including strawberry shortcake) & show for Friday Night ONLY 

Package Price B:  $58 per person (please indicate how many attending:  _______ 

 Dinner & Cash Bar for Saturday Night ONLY  

                         Choice of Dinner Selections: 

   Maple Mustard Glazed Chicken Breast    or 

    Roast Prime Rib of Beef (includes salad and seasonal cheesecake) 

Please note that no outside food or beverage is permitted in the meeting room. 

The Hotel must provide all food & beverage items. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Please indicate:  # attending/meals ____/Meal choice (Saturday Night)_____      

Total cost: $ ___________ 

Meals must be paid to District 45 Lions no later than April 10, 2024     

Please mail to CS Tany Letourneau, 55 Jericho Road, Essex Jct., VT 05452 

Please make your room reservation directly thru Fireside Inn & Suites 
Phone:  603-298-5900    



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
Vision Report 
There will be no vision Screening report for April. The May report will be substantial.  Nothing new since the 
spring cabinet forum.  Keep reporting your screenings to FVDG Deb for her records.  Thanks for all that you do! 

 



 

New England Lions Council 
 

 

 



 
 

 

 



 

 

 

Preview the new portal:       https://www.youtube.com/@lionportaltraining 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/@lionportaltraining


  
 

 

 

 

 



 



 

District 45 – Calendar 
 

Would you like to see your club highlighted? 

Club news or articles due on or before the 25th of each month 

Please email information to: 

communique@vermontlions.org 

 

Date Hosts-Event Location 
April 2024 Environmental Awareness Month  
April 2024 World Leos Club Month  

April 22, 2024 Earth Day  
April 24, 2024 Lions Worldwide Induction Day  

April 27 & 28, 2024 Pancake Breakfast Swanton-Missisquoi Valley Lions 
St. Albans, VT 

May 3-5, 2024 D45 Spring Convention 
Speak Out Contest 

Fireside Inn & Suites 
W Lebanon, NH 

May 4, 2024 Green Up Vermont Vermont 
May 10-12, 2024 D44N Spring Convention Shelburne, NH 

May 15, 2024 International Day of the Family  
May 17-18, 2024 NELC Spring Weekend Bennington ELKS Lodge, 

Bennington, Vermont  
May 28, 2024 World Hunger Day  
June 1, 2024 Helen Keller Day  
June 5, 2024 World Environmental Day  
June 7, 2024 Lions Clubs International 

Birthday 
 

July 20, 2024 Lions Twin-State Soccer Hanover HS, Hanover, NH 
September 5-7, 2024 USA/Canada Forum Louisville, KY 
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