
 

 
 

From the Desk of The District Governor 
  
Happy Holidays from my family to yours! I hope the holiday season will bring much joy, friendship and service to 
you and yours! 
 
I am looking forward to the Winter Forum, we will be packaging food with the Outreach Program, we have signed 
up to pack over 20,000 meals. Please get your orders for the case of food into CS Tanya as soon as you can. Cost 
of a case of food is $77.00. If you or your club would just like to donate a box that can be done as well, the 
donated boxes will go to the Vermont Food Bank. 

 
With our Winter Forum fast approaching, we would appreciate you signing up early. We have deadlines for food 
and need to know how many people to order for. We are trying to keep the cost down, so only Lions registered by 
the deadline will be guaranteed lunch. So please sign up early. Thank you! 
 
I would like to Thank everyone for their hard work in making District 45 as great as it is! Many people put in a lot 
of time, energy, and love, and I want each and every one of you to know that it does not go unnoticed. Thank You! 
 
If you have not gotten your club visit scheduled, Please reach out to me and let’s get it on the books. 
 
We are looking for Clubs that would be interested in putting handicap accessible swings in the local parks and 
playgrounds. Please reach out to me for more information, we are looking for a matching grant from LCI. 
  
Happy Holidays! Let’s ROAR!!!   

 

DG Travis 
 

 



  

  

  

 

 

 





 



Vergennes Leos Project 
 

Vergennes LEOs are very involved with and passionate about projects that benefit the earth and increase our 

stewardship of the environment, animals and the land. In the summer of 2023, they began a two-stage project 

in Addison County and received help to reach their goals from an LCIF Grant. 

 

Partnering with Otter Creek Wildlife Rescue, the LEOs set about first creating wildlife corridors that could 

be used to support the soft release of injured mammals and birds. The LEOs went to the rescue first to 

discuss the plans and to attend a class led by Wildlife Rehabilitator & Educator Craig Newton about birds 

and owls. He brought several birds and spent time answering questions and explaining the connections 

between choices people make and their impact on the wild community. At another day event, the LEOs 

planted trees and bushes along brush hogged corridors of land. Each tree and bush was selected to fulfill a 

specific role in the creation of habitats to support the transition of rehabbed animals back to the wild. 

 

The second phase of the project involved preparing the site and purchasing a shed that would serve as a 

home for rehabilitating owls. Matching funds from an LCIF grant, Otter Creek Wildlife Rescue and 

fundraising by the Vergennes LEOs and Lions made this project a reality. The process and interviews with 

both rehabbers and LEOs can be watched at https://youtu.be/Y28BSMFYxmA. 

 

                        

 

Windsor Lions 

 

Windsor Lions participated in our town's Trunk or Treat where we gave out 262 pieces of candy on 

Halloween to area youth. 

 

 

 

https://youtu.be/Y28BSMFYxmA


 

Strafford Lions 

                        

The Strafford Area Lions Club held its second annual Chili Cook-Off on October 14 in Barrett Hall in South 

Strafford. There were 13 contestants and at least 75 tasters. All had a wonderful time tasting delicious chili 

with family and friends. The Club raised over $2,300. The winners were chosen by the vote of the tasters. 

Meg Teachout won 1st Place with her Easy Peasy Venison Chili, the 2nd Place winner was Cassie Maclay 

with her Sausage with Beans Chili, and the 3rd Place winner for the second year in a row was Patti Morgan 

with her Three Bean Vegetarian Chili. 

 

Heartland Lions 

 

Heartland Lions have been busy.  They took part in Trunk/Treat in South Royalton; they also worked on the 

Community Thanksgiving Dinner with the Vermont Law & Graduate School.  They helped with meal 

preparation, packing and delivery of meals going out to some 160 community members and then served 

another 200 in the dining room.  They also donated books to the local libraries Levi hears for Sue written by 

the late Sue Thomas.  

  

A little background on Sue - at the age of 18 months, she became profoundly deaf; the reason is definitely 

not known.   Speech therapists helped her develop her voice, and she also became an expert lip reader. 

  

Levi is Sue's hearing dog. He is known by several of Sue's co-workers as "Levi the Wonder Dog". One of his 

prized possessions is his bunny toy. Levi can do multiple things for Sue, such as alerting her when someone 

calls her name, rings the doorbell, push the down button on the elevator, and even retrieve files. 

  

Sue shared about her work experience at the FBI, Thomas started out as a fingerprint examiner, then she 

became a lip-reader for an undercover surveillance team. Thomas spent four years working for the FBI, from 

1979 to 1983.  

  

Sue was also the guest speaker at the 2018 D45 Spring Convention sharing her story.  She was an honorary 

member of the Heartland Lions Club.  She had a home in Tunbridge VT and attended the Heartland Lions. 

 

    

 



 
Manchester Lions 

 
 

 

Northshaft Lions 

 

 
 

 

Springfield Lions 

Springfield Lions are holding their annual Christmas tree sale Friday, December 1st, 1pm-8pm; Saturday, December 
2nd, 9am-8pm and if needed  Sunday, December 3rd, 9am till gone; at the Springfield Plaza in Springfield. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 

 
 

 



 

       

 

 



  



               

 



 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Other Forum Highlights: 

        

Guest speaker: Shawn Bartlett          Presentation of Melvin Jones  to   Shawn Bartlett  

& Hailee Bartlett  

Peace Poster Contest:  

 

     

Lions Twin State Soccer: 

 



 

 



 

 
 

 



 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 



TALES OF THE POST-SERVICE TRAIL UPDATE 

                                         November 2023 

  

Again, Karol and I need to thank you so very much for all your and support for our last two years serving as 

an International Director for the Lions of the world. 

  

We started the Lions year working diligently in our Skowhegan club and District 41. The autumn saw me 

gain a new total knee replacement on October 9. It was scary going into the hospital, but in hindsight useless 

fretting! They say I exited the OR at 3:04 p.m. (not that I was aware!), but by 6:35 they had me out of bed 

and walking. While it was a short walk and with a walker in case, I felt like falling over, it showed me all 

was in place. At 4.5 weeks, I have 96 degree flexion and the walker has been gone for nearly two weeks. 

Thank you all who have written, texted, and phoned with your concerns and encouragement. 

  

We met Lions from all over this planet, but the most enjoyable gathering of Lions was the Homecoming 

September 28 on DeMillo’s floating restaurant in Portland. Lions from all over Maine and New England 

were there to celebrate Karol’s and my journey the last two years. So many thanks are due from us to two 

Maine PDGs, Lion Ann McFarland and Lion Norm Hart, for organizing this fun afternoon. We also thank all 

of you who came to Portland to celebrate with us. 

  

But now we are back to our PID Lions roles, as the election as an ID does not end at becoming a PID but is a 

life-long avocation. November 3-5 found us in MD 20S, Long Island, NY. The district had issues with their 

convention scheduling and lost their scheduled ID guests. My surgeon gave me permission to fly as the 

airtime from Bangor to LaGuardia was only an hour or so. 

  

We had a great time with the Lions of New York and were treated to a tour of the Guide Dog Foundation in 

Smithtown on Friday. So many Labradors to watch in their training cycles! What a treat that venture was. 

The next day was a fun fall conference/convention with all the usual trappings: memorial service, reports, 

awards and general fun. One highlight was a very expansive Brunch instead of the evening banquet to which 

so many of us are accustomed. Seemed to increase the turnout as all were able to return home late that 

afternoon. 

 

The second highlight was re-meeting Lion Jack Weber, a ninety-nine-and-a-half Lion whose 100th is the 

weekend of the MD 20 convention. He is still an active and erudite Lion who recently published an extensive 

history of Lions in NY. The proceeds benefit the Brandel-Murphy Foundation furthering Lions projects, 

particularly for youth, throughout MD 20. 

  

So if you have a need, or even just a question, you know how to reach us - we do still know how to travel to 

you. 

  

I thank all of you again for this honor to serve Lions and the world. We trust that we do our best to represent 

all Lions world-wide, and plan to continue this service to you wherever we are needed. 

  

Many thanks again! 

      Lion John W. Youney, Past International Director 2021-2023 

      & Lion Karol Kish Youney, Partner-in-Service 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Dr. Patti Hill              

President's Message              

Changing the World with 

International President 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All Lions have the opportunity to be recognized, so take a look at all the MISSION 1.5 awards you can earn. 

Let’s keep working together to be the change that our communities and our world needs while achieving our 

MISSION 1.5 goal of reaching 1.5 million members by 2027. 

 

Dear Lion, 

You and your fellow Lions serve your community at the local level, but never forget that 

you are part of an incredible global network of dedicated volunteers who are united in our 

mission of service. Together, you are changing peoples’ lives for the better, every day, all 

around the world. 

From helping to prevent blindness to supporting children and families affected by childhood 

cancer to protecting our environment, you are delivering care and kindness and bringing 

hope where it’s needed most. 

There is no greater calling on earth than to join together to give of our time and our talents 

to help those in need. That’s what Lions do—that’s what you do. Thank you for your 

commitment to creating the change that empowers others to achieve their potential. 

Yours in service, 

Dr. Patti Hill 

International President 

Earn Your Special MISSION 1.5 Pin  

We’re on a mission to invite more members so we can bring even more help to those who need it. And when 

you bring a new member into your club, you can earn a special MISSION 1.5 Sponsor Pin that celebrates 

your achievement. 

https://www.lionsclubs.org/en/resources-for-members/mission-to-grow-awards?utm_source=Eloqua&utm_campaign=MTG_EN_AllLionIPNewsletterNov_2023_1225451442&utm_medium=email&elqTrackId=8AC9AF469B43194412B75206BC633A46&elq=7c12fa80bd1e46b78acdb31cf778c140&elqaid=32104&elqat=1&elqCampaignId=4235
https://www.lionsclubs.org/en/resources-for-members/mission-to-grow-awards?utm_source=Eloqua&utm_campaign=MTG_EN_AllLionIPNewsletterNov_2023_1225451442&utm_medium=email&elqTrackId=ACAFEF9BABEDD35615514E7698B97D29&elq=7c12fa80bd1e46b78acdb31cf778c140&elqaid=32104&elqat=1&elqCampaignId=4235#sponsorpin


 

Lions International Convention 2024 Melbourne 

Want to really see how your part of something greater? Then join us for the biggest Lion event of the year—

the 106th Lions International Convention in Melbourne, Australia. 

Visit LionsCon Melbourne 2024 to learn more about all the great events we have planned for you. Your 

early registration discount ends January 12, 2024, so register today! 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

D45 LCIF Super Raffle:                       Thanks to all for making this a success.   

    

   

       

 

Celebrate your service with Lions and Leos from around the world and enjoy world-class speakers and 

entertainment in one of the most unique and exciting travel destinations on Earth. 

https://lionscon.lionsclubs.org/?utm_source=Eloqua&utm_campaign=MTG_EN_AllLionIPNewsletterNov_2023_1225451442&utm_medium=email&elqTrackId=9C52F0CA358577AB92E077A08D4DCB8E&elq=7c12fa80bd1e46b78acdb31cf778c140&elqaid=32104&elqat=1&elqCampaignId=4235
https://lionscon.lionsclubs.org/registration-information/individual-registration/?utm_source=Eloqua&utm_campaign=MTG_EN_AllLionIPNewsletterNov_2023_1225451442&utm_medium=email&elqTrackId=1E8C2F3314F211356E47C8827E3C8E03&elq=7c12fa80bd1e46b78acdb31cf778c140&elqaid=32104&elqat=1&elqCampaignId=4235


 
reprinted with permission from lion melissa smith. 

 

     

Thanks to PDG Lion Betsy Magee for photos from the Cabinet Forum & LCIF Super Raffle. 



 



 

 

 

 



New England Lions Council 

 

The NELC Winter meeting will be on Saturday, January 6, 2024, at the 

Radisson Hotel, 2081 Post Road, Warwick RI. For those wishing to stay 

the weekend, rooms are $119 + taxes per night. For reservations, click visit 

this link: http://www.choicehotels.com/reservations/groups/G9666871  

 

 

 

 

http://www.choicehotels.com/reservations/groups/G9666871


 

 

 

 

Game time 

3pm 

 



District 45 – Calendar 

 

Would you like to see your club highlighted? 

Club news or articles due on or before the 25th of each month 

Please email information to: 

communique@vermontlions.org 

 

Date Hosts-Event Location 
December 3, 2023 The Polar Express Northshaft Lions 
December 3, 2023 Zone 1B Outing 

UVM Men’s Hockey Game 
UVM Gutterson 

Fieldhouse 
Burlington, VT 

December 16 & 17, 2023 The Santa Express Manchester Lions 
Manchester, VT 

January 6, 2024 NELC Winter Meeting Raddison Hotel 
2081 Post Road 

Warwick, RI 
January 13, 2024 Winter Forum/Meal 

Packing 
Canadian Club 

Barre, VT 
Food from the Heart District 45 Clubs  
February 10, 2024 Valentine’s Dinner/Dance 

Heartland Lions 
Fireside Inn & Suites 

W Lebanon, NH 
March 16, 2024 Spring Forum Evening Star Grange,1008 

East West Road 
Dummerston, VT 

May 3-5, 2024 D45 Spring Convention 
Speak Out Contest 

Fireside Inn & Suites 
W Lebanon, NH 

May 17-18, 2024 NELC Spring Weekend Vermont, TBA 
 

 

mailto:communique@vermontlions.org

