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Midd. Lions Club takes on hunger relief

MIDDLEBURY Lions
clubs throughout the region
are  making a  powerful
difference by supporting food
pantries,  organizing  food
drives, preparing meals, and
ensuring that no neighbor feels
forgotten or hungry. These acts
of kindness, whether large or
small, truly come from the heart
and reflect the very best of who
we are as Lions.

In  Vermont, Food from
the Heart is a hunger relief
initiative conducted by local
Lions Clubs to collect food
and monetary donations for
regional food shelves. The
Middlebury Lions held its
annual event this past weekend
at local grocery stores. This
year, the club collected 108
boxes of nonperishable
food items and $2,200.00 in
donations that are distributed
to the HOPE Food Shelf and
CVOEO Addison Food Hub.

PAST AND PRESENT organizers of the Food from the Heart event that Middlebury Lions have been
conducting annually since 2009. Left to right: Greg Wry, Raymond Bapp, Tom Broughton, Jen Devoid,

and Steve Arruzza.

According to Rob

find what they need
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Meehan, Director
at CVOEO, the
Middlebury team is
“serving 80 more
households  every
month, and we
expect that number
to continue to rise.
This includes visitors
to the food pantry at
the hub on Exchange
Street, online
ordering and home
delivery, and our food
lockers at Mountain
Community Health
in Bristol. We are so
thankful for the food
drive from the Lions
Club.”

“Our food shelf
has been serving
nearly 1,000 people
a month recently,
and at this time of

“This annual
Food from the
Heart event

is always so
very helpful
in allowing

us to restock
our shelves
so that people
can find what
they need
when they
come to us.
Everyone at
HOPE sends
grateful
thanks to the
Middlebury
Lions Club!”

— Jeanne
Montross

when they come to us.

Everyone at HOPE
sends grateful thanks to
the Middlebury Lions
Club!”

The Middlebury
Lions Club has been
participating in the
Food from the Heart
food collections since
2009. The annual event
started in February
for Valentine’s Day
and was moved to
the Saturday before
Easter for warmer
weather. Greg Wry
and Tom Broughton
have been two of
many Lions providing
leadership  for  the
event throughout those
years. This year they
got some super support
from Lion Jenn

the year there are not many food
drives happening,” said Jeanne
Montross, executive director of
HOPE. “This annual Food from
the Heart event is always so very
helpful in allowing us to restock
our shelves so that people can

Devoid, ensuring that this annual
event will continue.

The Middlebury Lions would
like to thank the many generous
shoppers and all the participating
stores for having a big impact on
hunger relief efforts.

LIONS COLLECTING FOOD for Food from the Heart annual food
drive are, left to right: Roger Desabrais, King Lion Paul Desabrais,

and Eric Leno.
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